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DAGLIK KARABAG'DA SICAK CATISMA .

R e N ———

Azerbaycan ve Ermenistan arasinda haftalardir siren
gerilim yerini sicak catismaya biraktl. Azerbaycan
Savunma Bakanligindan vyapilan aciklamaya gore ;
Ermeni ordusu, 27 Eylul Pazar guni saat 06.00
siralarinda, Daghk Karabag bdlgesindeki Azeri kdylerine
saldirdi.  Sivil yerlesim vyerlerini hedef aldi. Saldirida
toplam 11 Azerbaycan Turku yasamini yitirirken 33 Kisi
yaralandi.

Azerbaycan ordusu saldiriya misliyle karsilik verdi.
Azerbaycan Savunma Bakanligi Sozclsu Yarbay Anar
Eyvazov, "28 yildir isgal altinda olan Fuzuli bolgesinin

Karahanbeyli, Gervend, Kdy  Gerediz, Yukari
Abdurrahmanh koyleri ile Cebrayil bélgesinin  Buyuk
Mercanli ve Nuzgar koyleri Azerbaycan ordusunun

kontroliine gegti. Agdere ve Murovdag yoninde de bazi
stratejik yuksekliklerde kontrol saglandi" diye belirtti.
Diger yerlesim birimlerinin  kurtariimasi icin  de
operasyonlarin basariyla devam ettigini soyledi. Ulkede
sikiydnetim ve kismi seferberlik ilan edildi. Yuzlerce
Azerbaycanl geng cepheye gitmek i¢in gonillu oldu.

Tarkiye tarafindan yapilan aciklamada, kardes ulke
Azerbaycan'a tam destek mesajlar verildi. Disisleri
Bakani Mevlut Cavusoglu, Azerbaycan'in Ankara
Buyukelgisini ziyaret etti. Cavusoglu, "Sahada ve Masada
Azerbaycan'in yanindayiz. Bu meseleyi timden ¢6zmek
istiyoruz. Ulkenin toprak butunligi saglanana kadar
bélgede kalici bir barisin saglanmasi beklenemez." dedi.
Dinya liderleri ise ateskes icin devreye girdi. Almanya
Bagbakani Angela Merkel ve ABD Disisleri Bakani Mike
Pompeo her iki tarafa ¢atismalari durdurun ¢agrisi yapti.
BM Guivenlik Konseyi catismalarin bir an 6nce sona
ermesi gerektigini belirtti. Ateskes ¢agrilarina yanit veren
Azerbaycan Cumhurbaskani Ilham Aliyev, catismalarin
ancak Ermenistan ordusu geri c¢ekilirse duracagini
soyledi.

HOT CONFLICT IN NAGORNO KARABAKH

R T

The tension between Azerbaijan and Armenia for weeks
gave way to a hot conflict. According to the statement made
by the Azerbaijan Ministry of Defense; The Armenian army
attacked Azeri villages in the Nagorno-Karabakh region at
around 06.00 on Sunday, September 27. It targeted civilian
settlements. While 11 Azerbaijani Turks lost their lives in the
attack, 33 people were injured.

Azerbaijani army responded to the attacks repeatedly.
Spokesperson of the Ministry of Defense of Azerbaijan,
Lieutenant Colonel Anar Eyvazov said, “The villages of
Karahanbeyli, Gervend, Kdy Gerediz, Yukari Abdurrahmanli
of the Fuzuli region which has been occupied for 28 years
and Buyuk Mercanli and Nuzgar villages of the Jabrayil
region were passed under the controlled of Azerbaijani
army. Control was gained at some strategic heights in the
direction of Agddere and Murovdad." He said that the
operations for the rescue of other settlements continue
successfully. Martial law and partial mobilization were
declared in the country. Hundreds of Azerbaijani youth
volunteered to go to the front.

Messages which full support for sibling country
Azerbaijan were given in the statement made by the Turkey.
Foreign Minister Mevlit Cavusoglu visited Azerbaijan
Ambassador to Ankara. Cavusoglu said, “We are with
Azerbaijan on the field and at the table. We want to solve
this issue completely. Until the territorial integrity of the
country is achieved, a lasting peace cannot be expected in
the region.” World leaders stepped in for a ceasefire.
German Premier Angela Merkel and US Foreign Minister
Mike Pompeo called on both sides to stop the conflict. The
UN Security Council stated that the conflicts should end as
soon as possible. Responding to the ceasefire calls,
Azerbaijani President llham Aliyev said that the clashes will
stop only if the Armenian army withdraws.
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PUTIN VE MACRON'DAN ERMENISTAN
VE AZERBAYCAN'A ATESKES CAGRISI

Rusya Devlet Baskani Vladimir Putin, Fransa
Cumhurbaskani Emmanuel Macron ile telefon gorigsmesi
yaptl. Bu konusmada Daglik Karabag'da Ermenistan ile
Azerbaycan arasindaki tartismali bdlgede c¢atismalarin
tirmanmasi sorununu ele aldi.

Ayrica Kremlin'den aciklama yapildi. Macron tarafindan
talep edilen gorismede iki liderin "savasan taraflari bir an
once ateskesi saglamaya, tansiyonu azaltmaya ve azami
itidal gbstermeye cagirdigi" belirtildi.

Ayni zamanda Putin ve Macron taraflar arasinda stirmekte
olan genis ¢aph dusmanliklar konusunda ciddi endiselerini
ifade ettiler. Buna ek olarak Daglik Karabag krizinin siyasi
ve diplomatik ¢dzimul disinda bir alternatif olmadigini da
belirttiler.

iki lider, Avrupa Guvenlik ve Isbirligi Teskilati'nin (AGIT)
onderligindeki Minsk Grubu da dahil olmak uzere is
birliginin  gelistirilmesini de istediler. Ayrica grubun
baskanhgini ylriten Rusya, Fransa ve ABD'nin ortak bir
aciklama ile taraflara, diismanliklara derhal son verilmesi
ve baris gorismelerinin baslatiimasi ¢agrisi yapmaya hazir
olduklarini ifade ettiler.

Gorusmede ayrica Belarus'taki durumun ele alindigi ve
Putinin "egemen bir devletin i¢ islerine midahale veya
mesru yetkililere dis baski uygulama girisimlerini kabul
etmeyen ilkeli tutumu" bir kez daha dile getirdigi belirtildi.

PUTIN AND MACRON CALL FOR
CEASEFIRE TO ARMENIA AND AZERBAIJAN

B o T N ——

Russian President Vladimir Putin had a telephone
conversation with French President Emmanuel Macron. In
this speech, he discussed the problem of escalation of
conflicts in the disputed area between Armenia and
Azerbaijan in Nagorno-Karabakh.

In addition, a statement was also made from the Kremlin. In
the meeting requested by Macron, it was stated that the two
leaders "called on the warring parties to provide a ceasefire
as soon as possible, to reduce tension and to show
maximum moderation”.

At the same time, Putin and Macron expressed serious
concern about the widespread hostility that was going on
between the parties. In addition, they stated that there is no
alternative to the Nagorno-Karabakh crisis other than a
political and diplomatic solution.

The two leaders also called for enhanced cooperation,
including the Minsk Group led by the Organization for
Security and Cooperation in Europe (OSCE). Thus, they
expressed that Russia, France and the United States,
which are the presidents of the group, are ready to call on
the parties to put an end to hostilities and initiate peace
talks with a joint statement.

It was also stated that the situation in Belarus was
discussed and Putin once again expressed "the principled
attitude that does not accept attempts to intervene in the
internal affairs of a sovereign state or to apply foreign
pressure to legitimate authorities".
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BELARUS PROTESTOLARI 2020
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Belarus'ta 9 Agustos 2020 tarihinde yapilan devlet baskanhi@l secimleriyle birlikte artan
protestolar 7. haftasinda hala baskent Minsk basta olmak uzere tlke genelinde devam
ediyor. Alexander Lukashenko’nun segimlerde %80,23 oraninda oy alarak baskanlikta
altinci donemi de garantilediginin agiklanmasi Ulkedeki genis capli protestolarin
yayllmasina sebep olmustu. Lukashenko'nun rakibi badimsiz aday Svetlana
Tikhanovskaya'nin ise %9,9 oy aldiyi agiklanmisti. Lukashenko'nun bu kadar buyik bir
farkla se¢imi kazanmis olmasi halki kendisini sorgulamaya yoneltti ve ilk baslarda buylk
sehirlerde baslayan sokak protestolari, Ulke capinda kitlesel gosterilere donusti. Bu
kitlesel gosterilerin amaci ise 26 yildir tlkenin liderlik koltugunda oturan Lukashenko’nun
istifa etmesi ve ulkede demokratik ve adil bir yonetimin kurulmasi olarak tanimlaniyor.
Peki bu protestolar nasil bu kadar buytik kitle hareketlerine dontisti?

1991'de Sovyetler Birligi'nden ayriimasiyla bagimsiz bir Ulke olan Belarus'un ilk
cumhurbaskani, 1994 yilinda yapilan ilk secimlerle birlikte Alexander Lukashenko
olmustur. Sonraki bes donem boyunca segilerek baskanlik goérevini surdiren
Lukashenko, Bati'ya uzak ve Rusya'ya yakin bir tavir izlemis ve ayni zamanda iliskilerde
dengeyi de korumustur. ‘Avrupa’nin son diktatorii’ olarak tanimlanan Lukashenko genel
olarak otoriter bir yonetim tarzi benimsemis ve ulkesinde bu yénde politikalar
uygulamistir. Hatta 2003'te baskici bir yapisi oldugunu kendisi de dile getirmis ve bunun
gerekli oldugunu savunmustur. 2020 segimlerinde ise halk Lukashenko'ya karsi
memnuniyetsizliklerini protestolar diizenleyerek gostermis ve artik degisim vaktinin
geldigini savunmustur. Bu protestolar Belarus tarihinin en buylk gosterileri konumuna
ulasmis ve muhalefet liderleriyle birlikte 2.000'den fazla kisinin gbzaltina alindigi ve en
az 2 kisinin o6ldagu belirtiimistir. Belarus yonetimi, uluslararasi baskilara ragmen
protestolari polisin siddete ve iskenceye varan mudaheleleriyle bastirmaya ¢alismistir.

Altinci dénem icin de baskanlik adayligini ortaya koyan Lukashenko, bu kez guclu
adaylarla karsi karsiya kalmis fakat bu durum da fazla uzun sirmemistir. Haziran ayinda,
en gucll rakiplerinden biri olarak tanimlanan, Gazprombank’in en Ust dizey yoéneticisi
Viktar Babaryka vergi kagakciliyi ve para aklama gibi suclamalarla tutuklanmistir.
Babaryka'dan sonra i¢ kadin aday kampanyalarini birlestirerek bir ittifak olusturmus
fakat onlar da secimler de bir sans sahibi olamamistir. Ayrica Lukashenko bu kadin
adaylardan olusan ittifaka karsi bazi ithamlarda bulunmus ve tlkesinin bir kadin baskana
hazir olmadigini savunmustur. Bu kadin adaylardan yalnizca Svetlana Tikhanovskaya
adayligini koyabilmis fakat secimlerden hemen sonra tutuklanma endisesiyle tlkeden
ayriimistir. Maria Kalesnikava ise hala tutuklu olan, bu ¢ muhalefet kadindan biridir.
Secimlerden hemen sonra Tikhanovskaya secimlerde usulsuzliik oldugunu ve kendisinin
aslinda % 60 - % 70 oraninda oy aldigini aciklamis ve giiciin baris¢il transferi amaciyla
Koordinasyon Konseyi'ni kurdugunu ilan etmistir. Fakat Belarus ydnetimi tarafindan
Konsey uyelerine devletin guvenligi aleyhine hareket ettikleri gerekcesiyle dava agilmis
ve sorusturmalar yuritalmastar.

Belarus'ta gergeklesen gelismelere birgok uluslararasi tepki de gelmistir. Polonya,
Litvanya ve Fransa; Belarus yonetimini elestiren (lkeler arasindadir. Avrupa
Parlamentosu Uyeleri ise secimlerin adil olmadigi gerekgesiyle Lukashenko'yu Belarus'un
devlet baskani olarak tanimadiklarini belirtmisler ve Belarus'a yaptirim uygulama karari
almislardir. Ayrica birgok insan haklari aktivisti de tlkede insan haklarinin ihlal edildigini
savunmus ve durumu elestirmistir.

Boyle kaotik bir durum esnasinda Belarus igcin Rusya belki de en onemli Uke
konumundadir. Genellikle Rusya'ya karsi yakin bir politika izleyen Lukashenko
ybnetimine ragmen Rusya'nin simdiye kadar gelisen olaylara tedbirli ve stratejik
yaklastigi gorulmustir. Buradaki kilit nokta ise Rusya’nin Belarus lzerinde daha fazla etki
sahibi olmak istemesi. Belarus'u Rusya ile birlestirme egiliminde olan Vladimir Putin ile
yakin iligkiler strdtren Lukashenko, bu egilime olumlu bakmadigini gegtigimiz yillarda da
belirtmisti. Bunun sonucu da iliskilere Rusya’nin Belarus’'a petrol ve gaz ihracatinda
kesintiler ve Rusya merkezli Wagner isimli askeri sirketten 33 parali askerin Belarus
sinirlarinda tutuklanmasi gibi birgok 6rneklerle yansimistir. Fakat bu gelismelere ragmen
iki Ulke arasindaki iliskiler hala bir denge uzerinden devam etmektedir.

Tum bu gelismeler g6z o6nine alindiginda Rusya'nin Belarus'taki gelismelere karsi
atacag! adimlar, Lukashenko yonetiminin protestolara karsi hangi 6nlemleri alacagi ve de
Tikhanovskaya’'nin uluslararasi mecralara 6zellikle Fransa gibi Avrupa Ulkelerine yaptigi
yardim g¢agrilarina karsi atilacak diplomatik adimlar ise simdilik merak konusu.

2020 PROTESTS IN BELARUS
B e

The protests that began before the 2020 presidential elections, held on 9 August, continue in its
seventh week on the streets of Belarus. The statements account for Alexander Lukashenko had
80,23 % of the votes and guaranteed the sixth term in his presidency led the protests spread in
Minsk and gradually all over the country. His main opponent, Svetlana Tikhanovskaya had 9,9 %
of the votes according to the controversial statements of the government. This wide gap between
the votes of the two candidates had made people question the Lukashenko administration on
whether the election was fair or free. Eventually, the street protests began in Minsk turned into
mass demonstrations including thousands of people. The aim of the protests is the resignation of
26-year-ruling president Lukashenko and build democracy in the country. So how these street
protests turned into mass demonstrations?

The first elected president of Belarus became Alexander Lukashenko in 1994 after the country
gained independence from the Soviet Union in 1991. Throughout the five-term of his presidency
with no major opposition, Lukashenko has pursued close relations with Russia rather than the
Western countries. However, he also did preserve the balance between the strategic neighbors.
Described as 'the Europe's last dictator' in the Western media, Lukashenko has embraced an
authoritarian administration and pursued his policies in this way. However, people have shown
their discontent through the protests criticizing the 2020 elections as unfair and desired for the
change. Gradually these protests have become the largest movement in the history of Belarus
while more than 2.000 people were reported as arrested and at least two persons died.
Furthermore, the Belarus administration has been trying to suppress the protests by police
violence regardless of international criticisms.

Why this election became different than others for Lukashenko? As a candidate for the sixth term,
Lukashenko has experienced an election this time with powerful and popular opponents although
this did not last long. Viktar Babaryka who is the Chairman of the Management Board of
Belgazprombank was described as the most powerful opponent of Lukashenko but he was
arrested with the charges of financial crimes in June. After Babaryka, three popular candidate
women united their campaign but they did not get a chance in the elections as well. Lukashenko
has criticized them claiming that the country was not ready for a woman leader. Of these three
women, only Svetlana Tikhanovskaya has become an official nominee for the presidency but she
left the country immediately after hours of detaining. Maria Kalesnikava is the other opponent
woman who is under arrest with controversial charges.

Tikhanovskaya has assumed that the election was unfair and disputed the results claiming that
she had the votes around 60 % - 70% in reality. She then established the Coordination Council
with the aim of the peaceful transfer of power. However, the members of the Council were
detained and prosecuted on the charges of acting for the detriment of state security and calling to
seize power.

Many international reactions to Belarus have been negative and many countries such as Poland,
Lithuania, and France have criticized the elections as unfair. Moreover, the members of the
European Parliament have declared that they do not recognize Lukashenko as the president and
decided to impose sanctions on Belarus. Many human rights activists have also criticized the
situation in the country.

As all the chaos that Belarus has been experiencing, Russia is the most important country for the
Lukashenko administration. Russia seems trying to act cautiously and strategically at the same
time even though the Lukashenko administration is known for its close relations with Russia. The
key point here is that the desire of Vladimir Putin to have more influence on Belarus and even the
annexation of Belarus to Russia. However, Lukashenko had rejected such offers in recent years.
So the relations between Belarus and Russia have experienced several setbacks due to their
different interests. As an example to these, there have been cuts in the deliveries of oil and gas to
Belarus. The arrest of 33 Russian mercenaries of Wagner company in Belarus is another
example. Although there have been setbacks in the Russia-Belarus relations, they still pursue
their relations on a strategic balance.

Regarding all these developments, the questions like which steps Russia will take against the
situation in Belarus, how the Lukashenko administration will act while the protests are continuing,
and how the European countries and other international actors, will respond to the calls from
Tikhanovskaya, remain to be answered in the coming days.
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AVRUPA BIiRLIGI’DEN BiRLESIiK KRALLIK’A
KARSI YASAL ISLEM BASLATMA KARARI
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Birlesik Krallik'in  Brexit anlagmasi kapsaminda yasal
taahhutleri zayiflatan yeni I¢ Piyasalar Yasasl sebebiyle
Birlesik Krallik’in aleyhine yasal islem baslatildigi bildirildi.
Briksel'de diizenlenen basin toplantisinda yer alan AB
Komisyonu Bagkani Ursula von der Leyen, AB'nin Birlesik
Krallik'tan s6z konusu yasanin sorunlu kisminin eylil ayinin
sonuna kadar kaldiriimasi talebinde bulundugunu acikladi.
Von der Leyen konusmasinda “ Tasari, dogasi geregi ayrilik
anlagmasini ihlal ediyor. Tasarinin bu haliyle kabul edilmesi
Irlanda ve Kuzey irlanda protokoliine aykiri bir durum ortaya
koyuyor.” dedi.

Birlesik Krallik ise Avrupa Komisyonu'ndan gelen resmi
tebligat mektubunu bir ay icinde yanitlamak zorundadir. AB
Komisyonu bu cevabin yeterli olup olmadigini
degerlendirecek. Eger Birlesik Krallik'in cevabi uygun
bulunmazsa AB'nin Liuksemburg merkezli Avrupa Adalet
Divani'na dava agmasi beklenmektedir. AB'nin en yiksek
mahkemesi bu tur ihlallere karsi agir para cezalar
vermektedir ancak bu slrecin uzun vyillar alabilecegi
bilinmektedir

Tartigmanin odagindaki i¢ Piyasalar Yasasi

Her iki tarafta son zamanda ticaret alanindaki devletin
yardimi konusundaki boslugu kapatmak Uzere goérusmeler
yapmaktaydi. Gegen yil sonuglanan Brexit anlasmasina
gore, Birlesik Krallik AB'den ayrilsa dahi Kuzey irlanda AB
ile guimriik birligi icinde kalmay siirdirecekti. Ic Piyasalar
Yasas! tasarisina gore, , ingiliz bakanlar Kuzey irlanda ve
Birlesik Krallik'in geri kalani arasindaki ticaret konusunda
daha fazla yetkiye sahip.

Birlesik Krallik Bagbakani Boris Johnson, s6z konusu yasa
tasarisinin tilkenin biitinliigunii garanti edecedini, iskogya
ve Galler'e daha fazla yetki devredecegini ve Kuzey frlanda
baris surecini koruyacagini savunmaktadir. Briksel ise bu
yasa tasarisinin AB ve uluslararasi hukuk kurallarinin ihlali
olacagini iddia etmektedir.

EUROPEAN UNION DECISION TO LAUNCH
LEGAL ACTION AGAINST THE UK

R o T

Legal action has reportedly been launched against the UK over
the new Domestic Markets Act, which undermines legal
commitments under the UK's Brexit deal. Speaking at a press
conference in Brussels, EU Commission President Ursula von
der Leyen announced that the EU had asked the UK to abolish
the problematic part of the law by the end of September. “ The
bill, by its very nature, violates the separation agreement. The
adoption of the bill as such is against the Irish and Northern
Ireland protocol.” von der Leyen said.

The United Kingdom, on the other hand, must respond to an
official letter of notification from the European Commission
within a month. The EU Commission will assess whether this
response is sufficient. If the UK's response is not found
appropriate, the EU is expected to sue the Luxembourg-based
European Court of Justice. The EU's highest court issues heavy
fines for such violations, but it is known that this process can
take many years.

Domestic Markets Act in focus of the debate

Both sides have recently been holding talks to close the gap on
state aid in the trade area. Under the Brexit deal concluded last
year, Northern Ireland would remain in a customs union with the
EU even if the UK left the EU. Under the Domestic Markets Act
Bill, British ministers have more powers over trade between
Northern Ireland and the rest of the United Kingdom.

The UK Prime Minister Boris Johnson argues that the bill would
guarantee the integrity of the country, devolve more powers to
Scotland and Wales and protect the Northern Ireland peace
process. Brussels, on the other hand, claims that this draft law
will be a violation of the rules of EU and international law.
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